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a matter of doubt, and the fact that Moore in his private Diary records it as a fact certainly implies that he had ascertained that it was so from M. Peraldi, whom he knew well.
On the whole, I think that there can be little doubt that the only supposition, which reconciles all the various evidence, such as it is, is that the old bust was destroyed; whether, as alleged, by the stilettos of the officers of the Viceroy's staff, or by some carelessness in removing it for the purposes of the ball, it is impossible to say; that another, belonging to M. Peraldi, was substituted by Pozzo or by some of those who were conscious of the seriousness of the matter after the event and wished to screen themselves. But then, if that is so, the fact, which Moore also records, that the officers of the Viceroy's staff who had been at the ball pretended never to have heard about the question at all, gives a more sinister turn to the suspicion. Some of them at least, if not Pozzo, had deliberately deceived the Viceroy. It is quite inconceivable that none of them should have ever heard about a matter that was agitating the whole country. The fact that they pretended this ignorance makes on the whole for the presumption, even in the beginning of the twentieth century, that substantially the story as believed by the Corsicans was true. The expression attributed to Colonna, " that old charlatan," whether he used it or not, is, as shown by Lady Elliot's own letters a little later, exactly what she and her husband said privately of Paoli at the very time that the Viceroy was loading him with flattery. At all events, the vital point was not whether the story was true or false, but that, if it was false, the Corsicans should have had its falsity brought home to them; that if it was true, Colonna, orrdly behis biographer, did doorgo at all events. He is, they say, directed by him like a child. They dread a disturbance and the loss of the British connection and protection. The Dolphin sailed last night to Civita Vecchia for Mr. North, the Secretary of State.ngly to-morrow evening. If they do so quietly, they will give a great instance of forbearance andareful to keep his
